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WHO WE ARE 

The Concordia Greenhouse Project is a 

collectively run, consensus-based, non-

profit organization. It uses the Henry H. 

Hall Building rooftop greenhouse as an 

all-organic space geared towards 

community, education and sustainable 

horticulture. The Greenhouse is a year-

round green space that hosts 

workshops, projects and events raising 

awareness around food issues and 

alternatives to mainstream 

consumerism. 

We aspire to strengthen the urban 

agriculture movement at Concordia 

University and in Montreal by growing 

local produce using ecological 

practices, providing experiential 

learning opportunities through 

volunteering, internships and jobs, and 

networking with other individuals and 

organizations. 

 

OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to provide a welcoming, 

organic green space that fosters 

community by providing experiential 

learning opportunities within a year-

round growing environment. 

 

OUR VISION 

Our vision is for locally empowered 

sustainable urban gardens at Concordia 

University and  beyond. 

 

VALUES 

 Ecological principles - 

Maintaining healthy, organic and 

sustainable practices within the 

Greenhouse, as well as advocating for 

the use of these principles in the 

community. 

 Empowerment - Providing space 

for experiential learning, capacity 

building, peer-to-peer learning, 

education, volunteering, internships 

and DIY culture to flourish. 

 Community partnerships - 

Cultivating reciprocally-nurturing, 

collaborative networks with 

individuals, organizations and 

community groups in our community. 

 Non-profit organization - 

Consciously governing our 

organization as a collective, using 

non-hierarchical decision-making 

principles. 

 Food sovereignty - Fostering 

space where education and dialogue 

about food accessibility, security, and 

quality are implemented alongside 

local growing practice. 

 Accountability and transparency - 

to stakeholders and the community at 

large 

 Inclusive and safe space - 

Providing a common space that is non-

judgemental, open to all, welcoming 

and positive. 

 Openness to change - Honouring 

the richness of an environment that is 

constantly learning, evolving and 

growing towards positive change and 

development. 

 Celebration - Appreciating the joy 

of working with plants, a bountiful 

harvest, and the richness of people 

who contribute to the growth and 

development of our organization and 

community. 

 

OUR COLLECTIVE & STAFF 



 

The Concordia Greenhouse is managed 

by a consensus-based Collective, who 

are responsible for the organization’s 

primary day-to-day operations, 

programming, outreach, financial 

management, policy setting and 

strategic planning. During the 2014-15 

year, our collective was made up of the 

following people - Stefanie Dimitrovas 

(Four Seasons Growing Coordinator); 

Sheena Swirlz (Services Coordinator); 

Jackie Martin (City Farm School 

Coordinator), Olga Perju (Administrative 

and Financial Coordinator), Chesley 

Walsh (City Farm School Media and 

Education Coordinator), Paul Fournier 

(Houseplants and Tea Atrium 

Coordinator). Near the end of the year, 

the Collective welcomed three new 

Collective members: Andrea Reichert 

and Leah Girardo replaced Olga Perju as 

Financial Coordinator and 

Administrative Coordinator, 

respectively; and Andrew Alford 

replaced Stefanie Dimitrovas as Four 

Seasons Growing Coordinator.  

The organization’s programming is also 

completed by part-time staff, including: 

Jonathan Douaire, Four Seasons 

Growing Assistant and Aquaponics lead 

coordinator; and Marina Noskova, 

Bookkeeper.  As well as countless 

volunteers and community members 

who provided meaning contributions 

and inspiration. 

 

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

As ambassadors and advisors for the 

Concordia Greenhouse organization, 

the Board of Directors is comprised of 

nine volunteer Directors, of which at 

least half are undergraduate Concordia 

students. Their responsibilities include: 

writing and setting policies, organizing 

and conducting the Annual General 

Meeting (AGM), facilitating professional 

development and mediation, ensuring 

financial integrity and legal integrity, 

and ensuring the organization’s 

mandate, mission and vision are 

respected. 

During the 2014-15 year, the Concordia 

Greenhouse membership voted in eight 

Board of Directors: El Nasser Imam 

Amin (President, resigned), Danielle 

Lemieux (President), Molly McGregor 

(Vice President, resigned), Shylah Wolfe 

(Secretary), Tristan Khaner (Treasurer), 

Angisel Kiermaier, Eric Ducray 

(resigned), Alison Hendra (resigned) and 

William Stephenson. 

OUR HISTORY 

While rooftop green space and high-rise 

farming are popular ideas in urban 

sustainable design, Concordia's 

greenhouse was actually part of the 

original planning and infrastructure of 

the Sir George William campus. The 

Greenhouse was built in 1966 when the 

Hall building was constructed, to be 

used by the biology department for 

experiments. The Greenhouse faces 

south-west for optimal sun exposure 

and isn't blocked by the shade of any of 

the surrounding buildings, making it an 



 

ideal space for growing in the heart of 

downtown Montreal. In addition to the 

biology department’s research and 

education, part of the space was used 

by a horticulturalist to grow tropical 

plants for regular plant sales. 

When the SGW and Loyola campuses 

merged in 1974, the sciences moved to 

Loyola and a new Greenhouse was built. 

Plans were made to tear the old 

greenhouse down, but interested 

students and faculty, as well as 

Sustainable Concordia, successfully 

petitioned to have the structure 

assessed and to commence a 

"rejuvenation" project in 2006. Two 

years later, during the 2007-2008 

school year under the hard work of 

Arlene Throness, the re-vitalized 

Greenhouse atrium was opened to the 

public as a working group of 

Sustainable Concordia. 

In 2013, the Concordia Greenhouse left 

the umbrella of Sustainable Concordia 

after successfully gaining a $0.12 / 

credit undergraduate fee levy.  

Following this, the Greenhouse 

registered as an independent not-for-

profit organization, with its own board 

of directors. 

 

PROGRAMMING 

 

THE TEA ATRIUM LOUNGE  

The Tea Atrium Lounge is a public area 

open to the community for a variety of 

activities.  It features desks and tables 

for studying, a beautiful panoramic view 

and is filled with tropical plants and 

sweet smelling herbs year-round. The 

atrium was kept open to the public, 

Mondays through Fridays from 11am to 

5pm, the fall and winter semesters. It 

was available to students and 

community members, who used the 

space to study, sunbathe, relax, and 

socialize.  Though it is difficult to 

calculate, we estimate that 40-50 

people pass through the atrium daily. 

 

One of the main features of the Atrium 

lounge is the abundance of greenery 

housed within it.  Plants featured in this 

space include tropical fruits (grapefruit, 

figs, papaya, pomegranate) and many 

herbal teas grown for our communal 

kitchen.  These plants are cared for by 

our houseplants and atrium 

coordinator, Paul Fournier, with the aid 

of about 50 volunteers more than 

2000h hours are dedicated to these 

plants every year. 

 

 

We offered, by-donation, approximately 

1 kg of herbal teas in the adjacent 

communal kitchen. These teas were 

mostly grown on site in the atrium 

garden planters, and harvested during 

our tea atrium garden volunteer 

sessions. At these sessions, our 



 

volunteers learned about and 

performed basic gardening tasks such 

as planting, harvesting, watering, 

pruning, pest control and fertilizing. 

 

5 à 7 Event bookings   

The popularity of our events has grown 

immensely over the last year, with most 

events reaching capacity (25-30 

attendees) and bookings occurring on 

almost every available day in the winter 

semester (weekdays during the school 

year.)   Many groups from the 

Concordia community book the atrium 

lounge space for public events, which 

we provide free of charge for students.  

Our space has been booked by arts and 

science students, the fibre arts 

association, the Chinese culture society 

amongst others.  We`ve hosted 

weddings, annual general meetings, art 

exhibits, cultural showcases, club 

meetings, student-hosted creative write 

nights and more over the past year. 

 

FaculTea Party  

Concordia staff, students and faculty 

were invited to enjoy in an afternoon of 

tea, snacks and engaging discussions 

about the Greenhouse’s future 

directions, opportunities for 

collaboration with different faculties, 

and sharing some of the Greenhouse’s 

recent successes. This event took place 

as part of the IntegraTED conference at 

Concordia University. 

 

Workshop series   

Creating accessible educational 

opportunities and connecting 

community is something that the 

Greenhouse collective is passionate 

about. We are ever expanding in the 

amount of events we host, listening to 

feedback about the hot topics in urban 

agriculture and developing our event 

series.  We host at least one educational 

workshop each week, hosting many 

workshops ourselves as well as inviting 

organizations from around the city to 

provide a diverse range of learning 

opportunities to our community. 

  

We offer workshops exclusively on 

weekdays between 5-7pm in our Atrium 

Lounge during the fall and winter 

semesters. Our collective members each 

offer at least one workshop during the 

year. In addition we invite students, 

teachers and community members to 

offer workshops within our space. The 

Concordia Greenhouse acts as a 

network hub for the Montreal urban 

agriculture community. We strive to 

connect fellow environmental and 

agriculture organizations with the 

student and community body who use 

the Greenhouse space. 

  

Some of our most popular workshops 

last year included: Window Farming, 

Mushroom cultivation, Micro-greens, 

Balcony Gardening, House Plant 

Propagation, Garden Design, 

Composting, Soap Making, Herb Talks, 

Aquaponics, Container Gardening and 

Terrariums. 

  

Some of our most well attended social 

events include: Clothing Swaps, Open 

Houses, Music Parties and a Seed Swap 

as well as 2 student art exhibitions. 

  

We try to offer at least one free event 

each week. Workshop costs are kept 

minimal to create accessible learning, 



 

while providing materials for creating 

kits for attendees as well as supplying 

individuals and non-profit organizations 

with an opportunity for income. 

 

     

THE HOUSEPLANT COLLECTION    

The Concordia Greenhouse grows a 

variety of indoor houseplants, ranging 

from majestic birds of paradise to 

adorable succulents. This collection 

both beautifies our public areas, and is 

used for our houseplant propagation 

program. The propagation program has 

been a great way to introduce students 

and community members to the basics 

of plant care. Volunteers and interns 

can learn about various vegetative 

propagation methods on an assortment 

of plant species. The plants are then 

sold at our semesterly plant sales. 

 

 

This year, we combined our houseplant 

volunteer sessions with our atrium 

garden care to increase the variety of 

activities undertaken during these 

sessions.  All in all we had more than 

50 volunteers contributing 

approximately 2000 hours to these 

projects. 

               

FOUR SEASONS GROWING  

The Four Seasons Growing Project, 

started in 2008, has continued to play 

an important role in Montréal's urban 

agriculture scene. This year, the project 

generated 430kg of microgreens and 

34kg of vegetables. 24kg of that 

produce was donated to volunteers, 

staff and on campus projects, such as 

People's Potato. The project hosted six 

student internships from both the 

Sustainability minor with the Loyola 

College for Diversity and Sustainability. 

 

In the coming year, the project aims to 

diversify its food crops (fresh and dried 

herbs, salad greens, and tomatoes), 

which will be available at multiple 

locations on campus. The Project also 

seeks to strengthen partnerships with 

current local partners: Concordia 

Farmers Market, The Hive, People's 

Potato, Le Frigo Vert, Café X, Kafein and 

Burritoville, in an attempt to provide 

healthier, locally-grown food year round 

to students and the greater Concordia 

community. 

   

 

AQUAPONICS  

The aquaponics project at the 

Concordia Greenhouse saw its final year 

in the space, after 5 years of 

development and experimentation. 



 

After moving and upgrading the system 

in March 2014, by incorporating new 

elements like a solid waste separator 

and a combination of soil and growing 

medium, the project saw improvements 

in productivity and stability. The 

coordinators Jonathan Douaire and 

Stefanie Dimitrovas hosted 2 

workshops, free and open to the 

general public, where they shared the 

challenges and successes of the system 

over the years, and answered questions 

from both students and the wider 

community. However, the project saw 

its end due to the volunteer 

coordinators moving on and feeling 

satisfied with the results of the 

demonstration.  

 

    

CITY FARM SCHOOL   

The City Farm School is an initiative to 

develop partnerships and expertise in 

urban agriculture on the island of 

Montréal. Our aim is to promote a 

cultural shift towards more resilient 

communities able to meet the 

challenges posed by climate change by 

focusing on local food autonomy.  We 

offer seminars, discussions, internship 

placements, volunteer opportunities 

and popular education style teach-ins 

on topics of great public interest, 

promoting a strong focus on 

experiential learning and the cultivation 

of a can-do spirit.  

      

5 Year Anniversary Party  

On August 3rd, City Farm School 

celebrated its 5 year anniversary!  To 

celebrate we hosted a speaking event, 

local food tasting and garden tours at 

the Loyola Campus.  For the speaking 

event we invited world famous organic 

farmers Jean-Martin Fortier and Joel 

Salatin to Concordia to share the news 

that farming can be profitable, and 

ethical on a small scale. The talk was 

the centerpiece of a whole evening of 

activities at the Loyola gardens. 

Beginning with a local food tasting 

hosted at the City Farm School Gardens.  

Starting with tours of our gardens 

hosted by current and former city farm 

participants, attendees had the 

opportunity to get to know our gardens 

right from the people who grow them! 

While touring the gardens delicious 

local treats were served up by local 

chefs from La Centrale Culinaire – Tania 

Jaminez (moitié-moitié), Maurin Arellano 

(Maurin Cuisine) and Stéphanie Audet 

(Vegan and Raw Gastronomy). Following 

the talk the evening was concluded with 

a more intimate “mocktail mingling 

hour” at the City Farm Gardens.  This 

event was a great success thanks to our 

many partners.  Special thanks must be 

given to Pietro Gasparini and Isabelle 



 

Leduc from the Environmental Health 

and Safety department for their 

generous support and assistance. 

 

Market Gardener Internships 

This year, again, we were blessed to 

have another stellar group of people 

join our program.  Throughout the 

season 23 people took part!  This 

internship is designed to introduce 

people to the experience of growing 

veggies for market, while also working 

collectively to design and manage a 

typical scale community garden plot.  

Starting in March, we embarked on a 

full season - from growing over 14,000 

seedlings, to holding 33 markets and 

harvesting more than 400 kilos of 

produce.  On top of putting in over 

5000 hours of farm work, this 

dedicated group attended 12 full-day 

farming workshops.  Topics covered 

during the workshops included - garden 

design, composting, fruit tree 

propagation, seed saving, fermentation 

and beekeeping. 

 

Schoolyard Gardener Internships 

This select group of four interns 

followed a very diversified program.  

Starting with the market gardeners in 

March they began their season in the 

greenhouse learning to grow seedlings.  

They quickly moved on to begin their 

own seedling operations in two 

elementary schools - St.Monica’s in NDG 

and General Vanier in St. Leonard.  

While school is in session, our interns 

host regular work-sessions with the 

children, exploring the gardens they 

have co-created.  Throughout the 

summer these interns get a chance to 

explore their own development as 

gardeners and test what they are 

learning at the 12 full-day workshops. 

 

Intro to Ecological Beekeeping Course 

 City Farm School partnered with 

organic beekeeper Alain Pericard of 

Rucher Apis, for our first ever 

beekeeping course this year.  Running 

over 6 weeks in the winter, the course 

aimed to transmit to 25 future 

beekeepers information and sources of 

information to enable them to acquire 

the knowledge, techniques and skills 

required to deal independently – and in 

an ecological manner –with a small 

apiary located in urban, suburban or 

rural context.  Apart from being our 

first ever beekeeping course, it was our 

first bi-lingual course offering.   

 

Student Led-Workshop series 

Our talented interns offered 10 

workshops for free to the community 

this season.  As part of the internship, 

all participants are required to offer a 

workshop on a topic of their choosing.  

And again, they amazed their audiences 

with an incredible, diverse series of 

workshops including - Urban Farming 

from the future, Herbal teas, Plants for 

Animals, Seed Bombs, Mushroom 



 

growing, Fermentation and Creating 

Inclusive Spaces in Urban Agriculture. 

 

Spring Seedling Sale 

Our annual “epic seedling sale” was, 

once again epic!  Employing some new 

space use techniques we were able to 

increase the number of seedlings grown 

from 10,000 to nearly 14,000!  These 

14,000 seedlings consisted of 108 

different herb and vegetable varieties 

and 24 species of medicinal and 

flowering plants - all grown from local, 

organic seed!  Even with the increased 

numbers we still couldn’t keep up with 

the demand, attracting more than 9000 

people to the facebook event, this sale 

was extremely popular, to say the least.  

This was no small task and it took many 

hands to make it work.  Thank-you to 

our greenhouse collective, board of 

directors, all the CFS interns and the 

many volunteers who contributed to 

this project which raised over $25,000 

for our organization. 

 

Harvest Party 

The City Farm harvest party had a first 

this year as well.  Partnering with GUSS 

(Geography Undergraduate Student 

Society) we combined our garlic 

planting with a potluck dinner and open 

mic night at the Hive Cafe.  This 

partnership worked well, as it allowed 

more people to be involved with the last 

big gardening task of the year, and for 

the first time ever we planted all 2500 

heads of garlic in just one day! 

 

BALCONY GARDENING PROJECT 

Our newest project within the 

Greenhouse is the Balcony Garden 

Project – created by the vision of 

constructing a fake example balcony 

garden within the atrium lounge of the 

rooftop Concordia Greenhouse. The 

project aims to simulate a balcony 

gardening experience year-round by 

featuring a variety of vertical gardening 

and small space planter systems which 

are perfect for low-budget small-space 

gardens. Each week volunteers were 

invited to participate in researching, 

designing and building planters from 

mostly recycled materials. 

 

The project was created by members of 

the Concordia Greenhouse and funded 

by the Sustainability Action Fund as a 8-

month project which included the 

design and construction of the balcony 

and a variety of growing systems, 

weekly volunteer working group 

sessions, 4 workshops on balcony 

gardening, and a free online resource to 

help empower locals to get started on 

their ultimate balcony garden. 

 

 

 

On average, the weekly volunteer 

sessions included 5-10 participants, 

with many returning volunteers. The 

balcony garden workshops, a new 

workshop theme for the Montreal 

community, had unprecedented 



 

popularity, showing the value to the 

local community. We originally planned 

to host 4 balcony garden workshops, 

but we extended the series to 12 

workshops to accommodate the 

popularity. 

 

Due to the amount of interest, the 

demonstration balcony garden will 

remain in the Greenhouse, providing 

monthly work sessions throughout the 

school year. The demo garden also 

provides a passive learning opportunity 

for frequenters of the Greenhouse, 

through our vertical garden systems 

within it, as well as informative info-

graphics throughout the space.  

Accompanying the physical space is an 

online resources page, where interested 

people can find tips and tricks for 

maintaining their own balcony gardens.  

This resource has proved to be a 

valuable piece of the project receiving 

3,717 page-views to date.  

 

 

PARTNERSHIPS AND 

COLLABORATIONS 

 

VISITING PROJECTS 

Window Farm Project 

The Hydroponic Window Farm at 

Concordia Greenhouse is a legacy 

project that continues to reside on the 

North window of the Tea Atrium. In the 

past year we have worked hard to 

continue improving upon the system 

and make it as high-yielding and energy 

efficient as possible. A few of the 

changes made to sustain that have 

included replacing the tubes that carry 

water and nutrients to the plants, 

removing the bulk of synthetic 

materials - such as wire connectors and 

synthetic twine - and replacing them 

with natural materials, and 

experimenting with plant placement 

and growing times. We held a workshop 

on a DIY hydroponic window farm in 

November that was a great success. The 

workshop focused on how to build a 

similar system and the social and 

environmental benefits of growing 

hydroponically.  One of our goals going 

forward is to include more people in 

this project.  The project being well 

established now, and the success of  

the workshop demonstrated an interest 

from the public to help us with this 

goal. This past year the window farm 

has successfully yielded chives, dill, 

green arrow peas, radishes, mustard 

greens, mizuna and lettuce. We are 

currently trying to grow larger plants 

such as swiss chard and sage. In the 

next year we are hoping to expand! A 

current proposal to build a larger 

hydroponic tower garden is being 

discussed. Along with plans to 

experiment with solar energy as a 

means to replace the system’s use of 

regular energy consumption.  

The window farm is currently run by 

Dominique Smith and Aleeshia Tozzi. 

Feel free to come say hi! 

 

Innovations Jeunes 

Innovation Jeunes works with youth 

aged 12-24 in Montreal, inspiring them 

to thrive in their academic, family and 

social communities through education 

and confidence building activities. Part 

of the programming is offered year 

round, at the Concordia Greenhouse in 

the winter months and in the gardens of 



 

the Visual Arts building at Concordia 

University during the summer months. 

It allows youth to learn how to grow 

their own food, and build a healthy 

relationship between participants, food 

and their environment. For more 

information, visit 

www.innovationjeunes.com 

 

Dawson College Phyto-remediation 

Project 

In November 2014, The Greenhouse 

hosted a small experiment on phyto-

remediation by three first-semester 

students from Dawson College’s 

Environmental Science program. They 

were looking to see if arugula and 

mustard plants could remediate copper 

from soil out Dawson’s Green Roof 

project. Although the experiment had a 

short run-time, the students got 

experience with the basics of 

experimental design and reporting. 

 

  

INTERNSHIPS 

Concordia Student Internships - Four 

Seasons Growing 

The Four Seasons Growing program 

hosted 5 internship positions for 

students enrolled in the Sustainability 

Minor in the Loyola Department of 

Diversity and Sustainability (internship 

course code LOYC 398C). The students 

completed 120 hours over the school 

semester, and were given 3 credits for 

the completion of the internship. 

Interns were primarily involved in the 

microgreens production, where they 

learned how to produce micro-greens 

year-round in a greenhouse. We were so 

lucky to host really great student 

interns that committed fully to their 

experience with us, we couldn’t have 

run such successful programs without 

them! 

 

 

 

 

Media interns 

This year we employed a new internship 

opportunity within the Greenhouse, 

which has a focus on media, outreach 

and events. The internship is supervised 

by our Services coordinator, and 

requires 120 hours of work. The 

internship is offered through the 

Communications department, but it is 

also open to non-communications 

students. 

The implementation of a media intern 

has contributed to improving our 

quality of media, as well as our ability 

to participate in more outreach through 

tabling events.  In return we provide 

training on graphic design, social 

media, outreach newsletters and event 

hosting. 

 

      

  



 

COLLABORATIONS 

Concordia Farmer’s Market 

The Greenhouse has the opportunity to 

sell its microgreens and other products 

at the Concordia Farmer’s Market, 

which ran throughout the school year 

on Wednesdays in the Green Space (Hall 

building). This was a highly successful 

endeavour for the Greenhouse, with 

bulk microgreens selling out within 

hours each week and bringing in a new 

stream of revenue for the organization. 

 

Living Soils Conference 

Along with Mycelium, Compost 

Montreal and City Farm School, the 

Greenhouse was thrilled to be part of 

the team who brought Dr. Elaine 

Ingham - internationally acclaimed soil 

expert - to Montreal. The event featured 

a panel discussion as well as full days of 

workshops with Dr. Ingham - and a 

guided tour of the Greenhouse! 

 

McGill Sustainability Research 

Symposium 2015 - Aquaponics 

The coordinators of the aquaponics 

project were solicited by the McGill 

Sustainability Research Symposium 

organizers for their event on Closing 

the Loop, where they presented on the 

system and their experiences with it, 

discussed in what ways aquaponics 

both does and does not close the loop, 

and participated in a   panel discussion.  

 

West Montreal Readaptation Centre 

Concordia University hosts a program 

where specialized educators from the 

West Montreal Readaptation Center 

support social integration of people 

with disabilities. We are so grateful to 

have had the help of one of the Center’s 

volunteers with collecting and entering 

data about temperature and relative 

humidity in the growing compartments 

of the Greenhouse.  

 

Grad Pro skills program  

Our outreach and media coordinator 

worked with the GradProSkills program 

to connect graduate students with 

learning opportunities. These learning 

opportunities can be cited on resumes 

and funding applications. For each 

workshop (totaling 10 events) we 

included 5-10 members of the program. 

The total number of participants was 

55. 

 

 

CONSULTATIONS 

The greenhouse was approached by 

students of various departments to help 

with school projects. For example, 

engineering students approached us 

with an assignment for designing an 

app that feeds data from a temperature 

and humidity sensor to a phone. Also, 

business students approached us for 

more information on our aquaponics 

project, as part of a class project 

showcasing aquaponics as a business 

model.  

       

Class / student collaborations - Soci 

398C Volunteers 

In the fall of 2014, the Four Seasons 

program hosted five students from 

Satoshi Ikeda’s class on the Political 

Economy of Food. These students are 

required to do twenty hours of 

volunteer service at a food-related 

organization, particularly on campus. 

These students were a great help to the 

coordinator with tasks like natural pest 

http://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/main/2014/10/08/farmers-market-at-the-green-space.html
http://myceliumlab.org/en/event/living-soils-workshop/
https://mcgillsustainabilitysymposium.wordpress.com/
https://mcgillsustainabilitysymposium.wordpress.com/


 

control, and were as a result exposed to 

some of the challenges of growing food 

in a more environmentally conscious 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 

District 3 

A District 3 Engineering Group: 

undertook the task of developing a plan 

to decrease the high temperatures and 

low humidity in the greenhouse during 

the year.  They took calculations of the 

greenhouse's structure, solar radiation 

and heat dynamics to come up with a 

plan of action. Currently, they are 

working on the plan of action which 

includes installing evaporative cooler 

units. Students involved: Oriana Orozco 

& Nima Parsa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OUR FINANCES 

 2014-15 BUDGET 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1I1ymUKwprM_wdBOp6iCo3x6futxtIMY0OLMjz3klsrs/edit?usp=sharing


 

 



 

Notes: 

 

Changes to the way fee levy monies are distributed to student 

groups, meant that the greenhouse received over $70,000 in fee 

levy monies that were expected to arrived during the 2015-16 

financial year, according to the old fee levy distribution methods. 

The $70,000 is budgeted to be used during the 2015-16 year and 

does not represent a surplus in earners, rather an adjustment of 

the timeframe in which the fee levy funds are received. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FINANCIAL REPORT FROM 2013-2014 (AUDITED) 

       

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3AL3qcIalu1a0ZpRzM4VnFnTzg


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

FULL CALENDAR OF ATRIUM EVENTS  

 

Date Time Event 

Public or 

Private 

Attendance 

Studen

ts others Total  

SEPT.       

 2 11am - 5pm Greenhouse Opens Public    

9 6-9pm 

CFS Intro Herbal Pharmacy 

Class Private    

10 4-7pm Tours, Teas and Tastings Public 30 10 40 

16 2-7pm Open House! Public 105 20 125 

23 5-7pm Art in the Atrium Public 4 3 7 

 24th 5-7pm Micro-greens Workshop Public 40 15 55 

26 5-7pm Psychology club meeting Private    

19 11-1pm house plant sale public 200 200 400 

OCT       

9 5-7pm Window Farming Workshop Public 20 5 25 

14 5-7pm Art in the Atrium Public  2 2 

16 5-7pm Vermi-composting workshop Public 7 5 12 

20 2-5pm Monthly Open House Public    

22 5-7pm Clothing Swap Public 20 25 45 

28 5-7pm Art in the Atrium Public 4 6 10 

31 7-10pm Annual Halloween Party Public 50 20 70 

NOV       

4 5-7pm Soap Making Workshop Public 20 10 30 

5 5:30-7:30 

Patterns in Permaculture - 

Observe & Interact Public 15 10 25 

6 5/7/2014 Permaculture trip info session Public 10 10 20 

7 5-8pm 

Loyola College Student 

Association film screening Semi-public  9 14 23 

9 10am-5pm Private photoshoot Private    

10 5-7pm AGM Public 28 10 38 

11 5-7pm Art in the Atrium Public 3 5 8 

12  
Patterns in Permaculture - 

Observe & Interact Public 2 2 4 

13 5-7pm Mushroom cultivation Public 15 8 23 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1I1ymUKwprM_wdBOp6iCo3x6futxtIMY0OLMjz3klsrs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1I1ymUKwprM_wdBOp6iCo3x6futxtIMY0OLMjz3klsrs/edit?usp=sharing


 

workshop 

18 5-7pm Kombucha Workshop Public 3 3 6 

19 5-7pm 

P3 Permaculture 101 

workshop Public  8 8 

20 5-7pm 

Indoor winter farming 

workshop Public 3 6 9 

25 5-7pm Art in the Atrium Public 3 3 6 

26 5-7pm 

workshop: Régénérer son 

système nerveux Public  12 12 

27 5-7pm Informal session and a potluck Private    

28 5-7pm 

Grow Your Own! Buy Nothing 

Day workshop 

Semi-public 

(rsvp) 5 4 9 

DEC       

1 6-8pm Intro to Sacred Garden Design Public 5 14 19 

2 5-6pm 

Balcony Garden Working 

Group Meeting Public 1 3 4 

5 5-7pm 

The Phytoremediative 

Properties of Mustard Seed Public 5 5 10 

8 5/7/2014 Aquaponics Info Session Public 9 6 15 

9 5-7m 

Mycology (Mushroom 

cultivation) information 

session Public 15 7 22 

11 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden Working 

Group Meeting Pubic 2 4 6 

12 5-8pm Collective and volunteer party Semi-public 5 8 13 

16 5-9pm Holiday art in the atrium Public 10 4 14 

17 5:30-7pm 

conference about « juicing » 

(in french) 

Semi-public 

(rsvp) 11 5 16 

JAN       

7 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public    

9 5-7pm House Plants Workshop Public 9 4 13 

14 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 5 2 7 

15 2-6pm OPEN HOUSE Public 25 10 35 

21 11-3pm  OPEN HOUSE Public 100 100 200 

21 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 3 4 7 

22 5-7pm Crafternoon Public 12 4 16 



 

27 5-6:30pm 

Micro-Greens and Sprouting 

Workshop Public 15 20 35 

28 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 5 4 9 

29 5:30-7:30pm FILM SCREENING Public 30 7 37 

30 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 7 1 8 

FEB       

4 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 4 4 8 

5 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 8 3 11 

6 5-7pm Graphite Publications Event Private  25 25 

10 5-7pm Crafternoon Public 12 5 17 

11 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 6 3 9 

12 7-10pm Greenhouse Dance Party Public 40 30 70 

13 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 9 1 10 

14 10am - 3pm WEDDING! Private  20 20 

16 5-7pm Aprodisiacs Workshops Public 3 3 6 

17 5-7pm Vermicomposting workshop Public 6 2 8 

18 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 4 0 4 

19 5-7pm Herb Talk Public 6 3 9 

25 10am - 6pm Photoshoot Private    

26 5:30-7:30pm 

Mushroom Cultivation 

Workshop Public 15 4 19 

MARCH       

4 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 6 3 9 

5 5-7pm 

Vertical gardening 101: 

Upside-down tomatoes, 

salad greens and herbs Public 4 6 10 

6 5-7pm FIFEQ Screening Public 10 6 16 

7 9-3pm CFS Workshop Private    

9 5-6:30pm Seed Swap! Public 20 20 40 

10 5-7pm ART in the Atrium Public 3 2 5 

11 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 4 3 7 

12 5-7pm Herb Talk Public 1 7 8 



 

13 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 10 2 12 

16 5-7pm Seed and Soil Workshop Public 10 5 15 

17 5-7pm Self-watering containers Public 8 5 13 

18 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 3 3 6 

19 5-7pm Spring Equinox Party Public 40 30 70 

20 5-7pm Graphite Publications Public    

23 5-7pm 

Spring Equinox clothing 

SWAP! Public 30 30 60 

24 5-7:30 

Urban Seedling Gardening 

101 workshop Public 7 12 19 

25 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 3 2 5 

26 5-7pm 

Student and departmental 

integration with the 

Concordia Greenhouse - an 

organic 5-7 Public 20 15 35 

26 5-7pm 

GUSS Balcony gardening 

workshop Public 20 10 30 

27 11-1pm Faculty Tea Party Public 25 15 40 

27 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 8 2 10 

28 9-3pm CFS Workshop Private    

30 5/7/2015 

Gongfu tea and traditional 

Chinese floral art Public 25 3 28 

APRIL       

1 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 5 2 7 

2 5-7pm James Music Session Public 30 15 45 

7 5:30-7pm 

Gardening for Differently 

Abled Folks Public 4 2 6 

8 5-7pm 

Balcony Garden working 

group/ volunteer session Public 8  8 

9 5-7pm Herb Talk Public 20 10 30 

10 5-7pm Creative Writing Workshop Public 5 2 7 

13 5-7pm 

Container Gardening with 

Frigo Vert Public 8 3 11 

14 8-9:15 Tour Private    

15 4:30-5pm Tour Private    

15 5-7pm Balcony Garden working Public    



 

group/ volunteer session 

16 3-3:30 Tour Private  16 16 

16 5-7pm 

Start your balcony garden 

off right Public 20 5 25 

18 9-3pm CFS workshop Private    

20  Green Growing  Public 1  1 

21  
Balcony Gardening 

Workshop Public 20 5 25 

22  5a7 Launch of Balcony! Public 40 30 70 

23 5-7pm Vernissage Public 30 10 40 

24 5-7pm Outdoor mushroom growing  Public 8 8 16 

28 5-7pm Vermicomposting workshop Public 3 5 8 

29 5:30-6pm Group Tour Public  6 6 

30 3-6pm SPRING OPEN HOUSE Public 100 70 170 

30 7-8:30pm Film Screening Public 10  10 

MAY       

4 5-7pm Aquaponics Info Session Public 5 12 17 

5 5-7pm Balcony Garden Workshop Public 10 15 25 

6 5-6pm 

Balcony Garden Working 

Group Public    

13 5-6PM 
Balcony Garden Working 

Group     

15 10-7pm Seedling Sale Public 500 500 1000 

16 10-7pm Seedling Sale Public    

20 5-7pm Balcony Garden Workshop  Public 20 10 30 

21 5pm-10pm Concert Public 30 20 50 

27 5:30-7:30 Meditation Night Public 5 5 10 

SUMMER!       

July 14th 5pm-7pm Balcony Garden Workshop Public 10 20 30 

July 15th 5pm-7pm Balcony Garden Workshop Public 20 8 28 

July 16th 5pm-7pm Balcony Garden Workshop Public 7 10 17 

August 10 3pm-4pm Balcony Garden Workshop Private  8 12 

August 14 3pm-4pm Balcony Garden Workshop Private  8 10 

August 15 3pm-4pm Balcony Garden Workshop Private  8 10 

    2159 1725 3892 

  



 

2014-15 GENERAL STATS TABLE  

 

 

Category 

 

2014-2015 

 

Outreach 
FACEBOOK 

Number of followers: 5,740 

Increase of followers this year: 
2730 

WEBSITE 

Total views 2013-14: 52,260 

Daily average: 143 

Total views to date: 69,156 
NEWSLETTER 

Number of Newsletter Recipients: 3,306 

Increase from previous year:910 

TABLING EVENTS 

on-campus: 12 (as of march 2015) 
off campus: 1 

 

Media & 
Awards 

 
AWARDED FUNDING 

- Concordia Council on Student Life (CCSL): Four Seasons Growing: 
Herbs and Greens 

- Sustainability Action Fund (Demo Balcony Project) 
- COI Grant 
- Concordia Council on Student life (City Farm School) 
- Sustainability Action Fund (City Farm School) 
- Environmental Health and Safety (Greenhouse upgrades, City Farm 
School 5 Year anniversary) 
- Sustainable Concordia  
 

MEDIA 

News Articles (Concordia): 
- The Concordian (September) 
- The Concordian (October) 
- Concordia.ca (January) 
- Concordia.ca (May) 
- Concordia.ca (June) 
- Concordia.ca (November) 
- The Link (November) 
- The Link (November 2) 
- The Link (January) 
 

News Articles (External):  
- The Suburban (August) 
- McGill Daily (November) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-2kuFR72xRxpCGfp8U-PWv9Jen4clO5AAJMm2jdx6PI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-2kuFR72xRxpCGfp8U-PWv9Jen4clO5AAJMm2jdx6PI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-2kuFR72xRxpCGfp8U-PWv9Jen4clO5AAJMm2jdx6PI/edit?usp=sharing
http://theconcordian.com/2014/09/concordias-city-farm-school-grows-gorgeous-greens-on-campus/
http://theconcordian.com/2014/10/go-green-for-halloween-at-the-greenhouse/
http://www.concordia.ca/cunews/main/stories/2015/01/22/quickest-sale-ever-at-the-greenhouse.html
http://www.concordia.ca/news/news/stories/cunews/main/stories/2015/05/12/start-your-own-urban-garden-city-farm-school.html
http://www.concordia.ca/news/cunews/main/stories/2014/06/10/looking-for-freshorganicproduceitscloserthanyouthink.html
http://www.concordia.ca/cunews/main/stories/2014/11/12/new-weekly-farmers-market-a-hit.html
http://thelinknewspaper.ca/article/6253
http://thelinknewspaper.ca/article/6370
http://thelinknewspaper.ca/article/6590
http://thesuburban.com/news/articles/?id=article04059
http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2014/11/weekly-culture-picks-daily-2/


 

- Nightlife.ca (October) 
- CityFarmer.ca (November) 
- McGillDaily.com (November) 
- Mtlblog.com (April) 
- Stephanieohanley.wordpress.com (May) 
- sageconcordia.ca  
 

Radio Interviews:  
Champions of the Local Scene - CJLO radio - September 9 2014 

Montreal par la racine - CIBL 101.5 FM - April 21 2015 

 

Video: 
-Concordia Food Systems Documentary Project 
-"Greenhouse Concordia" by Concordia Journalism Students, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAMBywL1-J4 

 

Conferences / Panel Discussions: 
Future of Food Panel Discussion (CFC) 

 

Volunteers & 
Events 

VOLUNTEERS 

Balcony Garden Project 
# volunteers: 128 (210 for workshops!) 
hrs: 4352 

Four Seasons 

# volunteers:193 

hrs: 333 

City Farm School 
# volunteers: 37 

hrs: 185 

House Plants and Atrium 

# volunteers: 50 

hrs: 2000 

Total number of volunteers: 408 

Total volunteer hours: 6870 

 

Events: 
Total number of events: 68 

Total attendance: 2292 

 
TOURS 

Campus Groups: 6 

Off-campus Groups: 16 

Total: 22 

 

 

Internships 
INTERNS 

- LOYC 398C Sustainability Minor interns: 6 four-seasons, 1 media 

(120hrs/13 weeks/intern, 3 university credits) 
 

http://www.nightlife.ca/2014/11/26/avec-la-fin-de-session-qui-samene-voici-5-endroits-montreal-ou-aller-etudier-en-paix
http://www.cityfarmer.info/2014/11/25/concordia-university-greenhouses-provide-students-with-a-year-round-urban-refuge/
http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2014/11/weekly-culture-picks-daily-2/
http://www.mtlblog.com/2015/04/concordia-universitys-greenhouse-is-having-and-epic-seedling-sale/
http://www.mtlblog.com/2015/04/concordia-universitys-greenhouse-is-having-and-epic-seedling-sale/
http://sageconcordia.ca/concordia-write-nights/
http://concordiafoodgroups.ca/category/the-concordia-greenhouse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAMBywL1-J4


 

- SOCI 398J Political Economy of Food: 5 four-season’s interns, 32 
volunteer hours in total 

- GEOG 490 Geography, Planning & Environment intern:   
(120hrs/13 weeks/intern, 3 university credits) 
- Communications Studies Apprenticeship COMS 394  
2 media interns - - (120hrs/13 weeks/intern, 3 university credits)  
 

CITY FARM SCHOOL 

Market Gardener Internship: 23 

 (7hrs/wk over 32 weeks) 
School Yard Gardener Internship: 4 

(7 hrs/wk over 32 weeks) 
Campus Potatger Interns: 2 

(12 6hr workshops over 32 weeks) 
College Montmorency: Tania McDonald, Horticulture Student (115 hours 
over 4 weeks) 

 

Harvest 
Records 

GREENHOUSE 

Microgreens: 430 kg (20 kg donated)  
Greens: 34kg (4 kg donated) 
 

TEA ATRIUM GARDEN 

Herbal Teas: 1 kg 

 

CITY FARM SCHOOL 

Mixed veggies and herbs: 414 kg  
 

BALCONY GARDEN PROJECT 

Mixed veggies and herbs: 5kg 

 

Total Harvest: 884 kg 

 

Plant Sales 
HOUSEPLANT SALES 

Total sales: 3 

Total plants sold:  
Total Revenue: $7,140 

 

SEEDLING SALE 

Total vegetable, flower and seedlings grown:13,970 

community seedlings: 4370 

public sale: 9600 

Total Revenue:$25,196  
 

Community 
Partners & 
Special 
Projects 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

- English Montreal School board 

- Action Communiterre 

- Marché du Mai 
- People’s Potato 

- Campus Potager 
- Innovation Jeunes 



 

- Carrefour Jeunesse Emploi 
- NDG food Depot 
- Transitions Concordia 

- NDG Food Security Council 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

- Provert 
- Innovation Jeunes 

-Forward House 

- Introduction to Ecological Beekeeping Course 

 

Experiential 
Learning  

GRADUATE SKILLS PROGRAM 

Workshops offered: 6 

Total Participants: 30 

 

Concordia 
Faculty 

PROFESSORS  
- Emma Despland (Biology) 
- Satoshi Ikeda (Anthropology) 
- Rosemarie Shade (History) 
- Peter Stoett (Political Science) 
- James Grant (Biology) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        


